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Donna Curtin, DVM, always wanted to be  
a veterinarian, “ever since I was in Grade  
2 or 3.”

Our Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB Awesome 
Alumna never strayed from that goal and 
today is the owner of the Hanover Veterinary 
Hospital, a small and large animal practice 
serving the Hanover and Walkerton areas in 
southern Bruce and Grey counties.

A native of Bruce County, Donna attended 
Mary Immaculate School in Chepstow 
and Holy Family School in Hanover where 
she was a member of her student council, 
worked on the yearbook committee and 
participated in drama and track and field.

During her high school career at Sacred 
Heart High School in Walkerton, she 
continued her interests in drama and her 
student council. “I also competed in long 
distance horse racing,” she said. As for 
her academic interests, “they were always 
in the sciences.” Donna also received the 
Ontario Catholic Student award and was 
Valedictorian in her graduating year.

“Our Catholic schools allow students to 
express their religion and to be kind,” she 
said. “It’s OK to be nice. Everyone is 
welcome and there is a feeling of family 
where everyone is rooting for you. I had so 
many great teachers who saw the strengths 
in their students and supported them.”

After graduating from high school in 1995, 
Donna studied bio-science and animal 
science at the University of Guelph before 
enrolling in Guelph’s Ontario Veterinary 
College from which she graduated with a 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine in 2002. Once 
again, she was chosen as Valedictorian for 
her graduating class.

Since graduation Donna practiced veterinary 
medicine in the Bruce-Grey area and in 
2014 bought her own practice, the Hanover 
Veterinary Hospital. She also serves on the 
Ontario Veterinary Medical Association’s 
Board of Directors and the Grey-Bruce 
Veterinary Association’s Animal Welfare 
Committee.

But Donna’s story does not stop here.

Dr. Curtin is also a published author. “I like 
story telling.”

She has written several short stories about 
veterinary life as well as personal pieces 
on the relationship between humans and 
animals. Through her short stories Donna 

educates and entertains a wide audience 
including veterinary professionals and 
pet owners. Topics range from life as a 
veterinarian, to love of animals and issues in 
animal health.

Most recently, Donna has completed two 
novels in a planned series of three and is 
currently working with an agent to find a 
publisher.

When asked what she does in her “spare 
time”, Donna replied that she is married to a 
farmer and has two young children.

What is it she likes best about being a 
veterinarian? “It’s helping people who have 
similar passions  
about pets.”

Some 90 students converged on 
Walkerton’s Mother Teresa School in 
February to compete in the 33rd annual 
Board Chess Tournament.

“Special thanks to all the school staff who 
spent a great deal of time preparing their 
teams,” said tournament organizer Shawn 
Eckert. “As well, thanks must go out to 
all the participants for their dedication to 
learning to play the game.

“Keep striving to improve your game.”

Here are the results of the tournament.

In the Junior Division
Semi-Finals – Mildmay defeated Formosa 
and Chepstow defeated Teeswater

Finals – Mildmay (gold) defeated 
Chepstow (silver) and Formosa (bronze) 
defeated Teeswater (4th)

Overall Junior Player – Xavier Legace 
(Formosa)  

In the Intermediate Division
Semi-Finals – Owen Sound Notre Dame 
defeated Teeswater and Formosa defeated 
Mildmay

Finals – Owen Sound Notre Dame (gold) 
defeated Formosa (silver) while Teeswater 
(bronze) defeated Mildmay (4th)

Overall Intermediate Player – Tyler 
Hinsberger (Mildmay)

In the Senior Division
Semi-Finals – Owen Sound defeated 
Teeswater and Mildmay defeated 
Kincardine

Finals – Mildmay (gold) defeated Owen 
Sound Notre Dame (silver) while Teeswater 
(bronze) defeated Kincardine (4th)

Overall Senior Player – Anthony Travale 
(Kincardine)

Board Chess Tournament

Senior Gold – Sacred Heart, Mildmay: 
Kali Riegling, Matt Lorentz, Hunter Dietz.

Junior Gold – Sacred Heart, Mildmay: 
Aidan Huber, Kalan Huber, Mitchell 
Metcalfe.

Intermediate Gold – Notre Dame School, 
Owen Sound: Bradley McConkey, Philip 
Andonian, Stephen Thaiyil.

St. Anthony’s students participate in 
Valentines exchange – in French
“Great things are happening in Grade 1/2 
Core French,” said St. Anthony’s teacher 
Lou Anne Goetz-Kuntz prior to Valentine’s 
Day. “Our students are learning to say and 
write simple salutations in French, such as 
‘La carte de Saint-Valentin’, by participating 
in ‘Le grand change de Valentin’s’.”

The Kincardine class joined some 2000 
students from more than 76 classes in 
five provinces in exchanging Valentines. 
And just prior to February 14, the St. 
Anthony’s students received cards from 
British Columbia, Quebec and many parts 
of Ontario.

http://www.bgcdsb.org
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Director’s Message

As we continue to journey forward in 
Catholic Education we are blessed with 
the contributions of many in building a 
learning community of excellence and 
compassion. Late this winter long time 
serving teacher, principal, trustee, and 
former Board Chair, Norman Bethune was 
recognized by the Ontario Catholic School 
Trustees’ Association with the Award of 
Merit – for contribution and commitment 
to Catholic Education. This honour follows 
Norm’s Justice James Higgins Award 
from the Canadian Catholic School 
Trustees Association a year ago. We are 
blessed with many gifted contributors to 
our system and Norm is an exemplary 
representation of the commitment and 
care required to serve in our roles. In his 
humble way, Norm would say it “never 
feels like work”. We can all learn from 
his steadfast passion and love for faith 
and learning. Thank you Norm for your 
leadership.

Currently we are in the midst of a 
dynamic school year, one where we 
continue to build on foundational skills 
in math and literacy and apply them to 
real world problems utilizing technology 
of the 21st Century. Even the term 21st 
Century is being passed by – dated – and 
we will soon hear more about Global 
Competencies, the skills, character, and 
knowledge to have impact in the world of 
tomorrow.

We recently had a team of Bruce-Grey 
Catholic District School Board staff leaders 

present on the provincial stage some of 
the leading edge learning experiences 
being offered at BGCDSB. The team led 
by Michael Bethune, Denise Buttenaar, 
Leslie Boerkamp, Kristen Fitzsimmons, 
and Samantha Pitre, presented to all 72 
school boards from across the province 
BGCDSB’s innovative approach to 
technology. They demonstrated how the 
introduction of personal devices (in this 
case Chromebooks) improved student 
outcomes in achievement, collaboration, 
and communication between students and 
teachers. We continue to be proud of our 
work in building Global Competencies in 
students and staff.

We will carry this into new initiatives 
including the development of innovation 
labs across the system, most notably the 
new innovation space at Sacred Heart High 
School in Walkerton. This newly renovated, 
expanded, and accessorized innovation 
space will meet the needs of tomorrow’s 
learners. Integrating manufacturing, 
art, science, and other departments, 
this innovative learning space will allow 
for multidisciplinary and multiclass 
learning and problem solving, a model of 
classrooms of the future.

Speaking of the future, I would like to 
thank those who have signed up and 
contributed to our on line strategic 
planning experience. “Strat Chat” has had 
nearly 4000 visitors, some reading, some 
posting ideas and comments regarding the 
future direction of BGCDSB. Although some 
questions have been closed one remains 
open and we are always interested in 
hearing from you – your ideas matter. 
The next phase of our strategic plan will 
allow us to collate and analyze the ideas 
presented and report back to stakeholders 
in June.

In closing, please enjoy the Catholic 
Community Newsletter. We hope to 
keep you informed and interested in the 
great work in the Catholic educational 
community in Bruce and Grey counties. 
I would also like to remind you of the 
opportunity to join our community April 
19th for Mercy that Welcomes, an 
Evening with Bishop Crosby to Support 
Syrian Refugee Efforts in Bruce and Grey 
Counties. For only $35 (or a table of 10 
for $325) you can join us in celebrating a 
community of inclusion and compassion as 
we celebrate this year of Mercy.

Thank you for your continued support and 
your feedback is always welcomed.

Jamie McKinnon 
Director of Education

“If we have seen further 
it is by standing on the 
shoulders of giants”

– 1676 Sir Isaac Newton

Mercy That Welcomes – An Evening With 
Bishop Crosby is the theme of a special 
fundraising event, a first for the Bruce-
Grey Catholic Board. “This event is unlike 
any we have planned in the past,” said 
Jamie McKinnon, Director of Education.

The event is being held to support Syrian 
refugees who are relocating in Bruce and 
Grey Counties, and features an opportunity 
to meet our special guest Bishop Douglas 
Crosby, Bishop of the Hamilton diocese. 
In addition, the program will include a 
full course dinner, silent auction, raffles, 
student art displays and performances, 
and guest speakers 
who will share their 
stories related to 
refugees and their 
experiences in our 
local area.

All funds raised will 
be distributed to the 
various local groups 
who are sponsoring 
refugee families in 
Bruce and Grey.

“We require the 
support of our 
Catholic community 

Opening Doors of Mercy...
Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB holds special fundraising event

as well as the support of our friends in all 
our Bruce and Grey communities,” said 
Jamie.

That support includes donations to the 
silent auction, which is set to begin on 
line April 1, as well as the purchase of 
individual tickets or a table of 10.

“We’ve planned an exciting event,” said 
Jamie, “and with the support of everyone 
in our communities we can ensure that 
this evening is a huge success in support 
of the refugees who have sought the 
safety and comfort of our Bruce and Grey 

communities.”

The event is 
scheduled for 
Tuesday, April 19 
at the Walkerton 
Knights of 
Columbus Hall. 
To donate to the 
auction or purchase 
tickets please 
contact Doreen 
Schultz at the 
Catholic Education 
Centre, 519-364-
5820, x268.

Board makes 
presentation at 
provincial technology 
event
The Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB was invited 
to make a presentation at the fourth annual 
provincial 21st Century Teaching and Learning 
Roundtable event held in early February in 
Toronto.

The roundtable is sponsored by the Council 
of Ontario Directors of Education (CODE) and 
the Ontario Ministry of Education and provides 
an opportunity for representatives from 
all 72 district school boards to share ideas, 
strategies and best practices for technology-
enabled learning.

The theme of the presentation was Moving 
Up Stream. “Like a droplet falling into a still 
body of water, the technological journey of the 
BGCDSB has grown and outwardly spread. 
The ripple effect from the introduction of 
Chromebook laptop computers at two schools 
has expanded technology-enabled learning at 
all schools in the Board.”

Learning partnerships and building 
capacity, said the presenters, are essential 
for increasing student engagement and 
achievement through technology. Getting 
technology into the hands of the students is 
only as useful as the teaching methods which 
precede it. Diving right in might be a shock 
to the system, they said, but waiting for the 
water to warm “might not make you ready for 
the next current that comes along.”

The presenters were teachers Leslie 
Boerkamp and Kristen Fitzsimmons, 
consultants Samantha Pitre and Denise 
Buttenaar, and Superintendent of Education 
Michael Bethune.

The group received particularly positive 
feedback from those who attended the 
session about the work being done by the 
Bruce-Grey Catholic Board on how the 
impact of technological initiatives are being 
monitored using Conversations, Observations 
and Products.

“We are very proud of the progress we have 
made in our small board in the area of 21st 
Century Learning,” said Director of Education 
Jamie McKinnon. “We are equally proud of 
the opportunity to share our experiences with 
colleagues from across the province.”

Snow(y) day
January 26 was a snowy day in Chepstow. Students at Mary Immaculate School stayed 
indoors and created Barbara Reid artwork, and “had a blast”, in the words of one staff 
member.

Barbara Reid, of Toronto, has written and illustrated more than a dozen award-winning 
picture books and has illustrated over 20 others.
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Crusader Productions at Sacred Heart High 
School (SHHS) in Walkerton, is presenting the 
riveting drama Anne Frank & Me by playwright 
Cherie Bennett. This original adaptation of the 
gripping true life story of Anne Frank gives a 
modern twist to this classic drama.

Although it’s not going to hit the stage until 
May, students are already at work rehearsing 
and researching their roles. The play, directed 
by teacher Veronica Davidson, is supported by 
10 staff members who oversee all aspects of 
production and work alongside the students 
to bring the play to life. In total, there will be 
25 student actors, four student producers, 
two student stage managers, and six lighting 
and sound technicians. Several classes, 
including the play production class, the Grade 
9/10 drama class, the woodworking class 
and the fashion class will be assisting with 
sets, costumes, makeup, props, fundraising 
and advertising. And while the play is not a 
musical, there will be recorded music and a 
capella singing that will definitely help capture 
both the contemporary setting and the times 
of the 1940s.

“In total, over 10 per cent of the student 
body is actively working to support the high 
production value our audiences have come to 
expect,” said Veronica.

Students at “The Heart” are no strangers to 
delving deep into their roles for the sake of 
authenticity. In order to prepare for last year’s 
production of Innocence Lost: A Play About 
Steven Truscott, the students went to the 
Goderich jail and courthouse and surrounding 
area, including the former CFB Clinton air 
base, to research and walk in the footsteps 
of Steven and the other characters they were 
playing. “The result was a highly charged 

production that kept the audience members 
on the edge of their seats,” Veronica added.

This year, for Anne Frank & Me, students are 
also taking history to heart by researching the 
background of the Holocaust, participating in 
a Seder meal and meeting with individuals 
who have firsthand knowledge of what is was 
like to be a victim in what still remains the 
world’s greatest atrocity. The students have 
already made the connection to current world 
unrest, including the abuses practiced by ISIS 
and the resulting exodus of refugees.

“One thing is for sure,” said Veronica, 
“students have taken to heart the lessons 
learned and the resulting heart wrenching 
production will connect with the audience on 
a level that will leave them reeling.”

Anne Frank and Me will be presented May 25 
to 27 at SHHS.

“Join the staff and students of ‘The Heart’ as 
they embark on an inspiring journey that will 
transport you from the depths of darkness 
into the heights of hope,” said Veronica, “an 
apt message for our times.”

Norm Bethune

Grade 8 students 
introduced to high 
school life
Bruce-Grey Catholic high schools welcomed 
Grade 8 students to orientation events 
recently to give the grade-nines-in-waiting an 
introduction to life in secondary school.

At Sacred Heart High School in Walkerton, 
some 150 Grade 8 students were hosted 
by school staff and members of the Student 
Advisory Council. The students were 
introduced to a wide variety of programs 
including athletics, manufacturing and 
technology studies, computer technology and 
robotics, foods and nutrition, visual arts, music 
and drama. In addition, they learned about the 
school’s Specialist High Skills Major Program 
in Health Care and Wellness.

At the end of the event, students were 
presented with a Crusaders toque.

At St. Mary’s High School in Owen Sound, 
Grade 8 students, along with St. Mary’s 

Sacred Heart presents 
modern twist to Anne 
Frank classic

Board Vice-Chair 
recognized for long 
service to Catholic 
education
Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB Vice-Chair, 
Norman Bethune has been awarded the 
2016 Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ 
Association (OCSTA) Trustee Award of 
Merit in recognition of his exceptional 
service to Catholic education.

The letter of nomination, prepared by 
Director of Education Jamie McKinnon 
and Chair of the Board Bev Eckensweiler, 
outlines Norm’s contributions to the 
mission of Catholic Education within 
Bruce-Grey, a mission to which he has 
been dedicated for more than 50 years.

Norm served the Bruce-Grey Catholic 
DSB as teacher and principal for 34 years 
before retiring. In 1997 he was elected 
as a Catholic School Trustee, and has 
served in the roles of Chair and Vice-Chair 
for the past 18 years. He has served on 
numerous committees, including strategic 
planning, Catholicity, faith formation, 
community partnerships, professional 
development, policy, deanery, King’s 
College, and many others.

“His goal has always been to ensure that 
Catholic education remains true to the 
Gospel as the foundation of our teaching,” 
said Bev.

Norm has been an active participant in 
the Board’s Strategic Planning Process, 
in particular the area of Catholicity. He 
was instrumental in the development of 
our Catholic Culture of Deep Caring, the 
virtues program that is actively practiced 
throughout our Board.

Norm supported the development of the 
Board mission and vision statements. 
The vision statement for the Board, Let 
Your Light Shine, is based on the gospel 
of Matthew, “Let your light shine before 
men, in order that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in 
Heaven.” (Mt 5:16)

“Norm believes in being the light for others,” 
said Jamie, “and has done so throughout 
his career, so that they may in turn let their 
light shine. He has been a key contributor 
and leader in our successes so that we 
nurture every student, body, mind and 
spirit.”

In 2011, Norm received the Canadian 
Catholic School Trustees’ Association’s 
The Higgins Award for his dedication, 
competence, vision and hard work in 
serving Catholic Education and for his 
outstanding contribution to Catholic 
Education in Canada.

The award will be presented on Friday, 
April 29, at the 2016 OCSTA annual 
general meeting and conference.

A number of students who attend St. 
Joseph’s School in Port Elgin are from the 
local Saugeen First Nation, as well as from 
other First Nation and Métis communities. 
It was for that reason that school staff felt 
that it was important to share that culture 
with the entire school community.

A group of staff members met to discuss 
ways of accomplishing that goal and 
out of that discussion came plans for St. 
Joseph’s first History and Heritage Day 
that would give students the opportunity 
to celebrate First Nation history, heritage 
and culture. A series of workshops, led by 
people from the community and by First 
Nation staff and students, were planned for 
the day-long event. Students were placed 
in teams of 15 and were scheduled to 
rotate through the workshops at 30 minute 
intervals.

Workshops included Métis storytelling, wild 
rice harvest and preparation, the role of 
Anishnabek women, drumming, feather 
and bead key chains, hand drumming and 
singing, appliqué Christmas ornaments, 
wampum bracelets, fish filleting, finger 
weaving, medicine pouches, dramatic play 
and powwow dancing.

A feast was prepared at lunch hour which 
featured both traditional and contemporary 
foods, including three sisters soup, corn 
soup,native tacos, salt pork and bologna 
and fried bread sandwiches.

“The day was a complete success,” said 
Natalka Pucan, Native Resource teacher 
at St. Joseph’s School. “A number of 
councillors from our local band attended 
the event and dropped in on some of the 
workshops – and gave us a lot of positive 
comments as well.”

St. Joseph’s School holds history and 
heritage day

peer leaders, rotated through six activities 
during the day. Activities included visual 
arts, computers, food and nutrition, drama, 
technology, physical education and science.

The students also enjoyed a pizza lunch.
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St. Mary’s students to present Mary Poppins
Theatregoers are in for a 
supercalifragilisticexpialidocious evening 
at Owen Sound’s Roxy Theatre as St. 
Mary’s High School (SMHS) students 
present Mary Poppins for three nights in 
April. (Editor’s note: The Oxford Dictionary 
defines supercalifragilisticexpialidocious 
as“extraordinarily good”, or “wonderful”).

The Disney musical will feature some 30 
students as actors and performers, with 
teacher Gerard Willmes providing piano 
accompaniment. A crew of 10 students 
will handle props, hair and makeup, and 
moving set components backstage.

Set design and construction, under the 
direction of teacher Vince Cowley, will be 
carried out by the school’s wood shop 
classes. “Almost all of the set and its 

components will be built at the school,” 
said teacher Jody Ward, who is directing 
the production.”

While some of the costumes have to 
be rented, the costuming is under the 
direction of teacher Ginette Bethune and 
the school’s fashion class.

The musical runs for three nights starting 
April 21.

“We are also very excited to have the 
capability to actually fly Mary Poppins live 
during the show,” said Jody.

In the past, SMHS students have 
presented Grease, Footloose, A Mid-summer 
Night’s Dream, The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee, Once Upon a Mattress, 
and last year’s production, West Side Story.

According to Wikipedia, Mary Poppins is the lead character in a series of eight 
children’s books written by P.L. Travers and published over the period 1934 to 1988.

The books were adapted by Walt Disney in 1964 into a musical film titled Mary 
Poppins, starring Julie Andrews and Dick Van Dyke. In 2004, Disney produced a stage 
musical also called Mary Poppins in the West End Theatre. The stage musical was 
transferred to Broadway in 2006, where it ran until its closing on March 3, 2013.

Sacred Heart High School in Walkerton hosted 
the fourth annual WesForYouthOnline.ca (WFY) 
High School Hockey Tournament in January. 
Sixteen teams from across Midwestern 
Ontario – eight girls’ and eight boys’ teams 
– saw action over two days in Walkerton, 
Hanover, Mildmay and Teeswater.

The charity event raises both money for, and 
awareness of, youth mental illness through 
the Wes For Youth Online Foundation.

Representatives of WFY were on hand at each 
arena holding draws and providing information 
for both youth and their parents. Prior to the 
start of each team’s first game, the WFY crew 

visited the dressing rooms to share resources 
about the website and its namesake, Wes 
Cameron (Please see sidebar.).

More than 1000 spectators attended 
the event, including SHHS students who 
purchased tickets to attend an afternoon 
game. More than 50 community volunteers 
and support from local businesses ensured a 
successful event.

The results of the tournament are as follows:

Gold Medal, boys – Sacred Heart High School, 
the host team

Silver Medal, boys – F.E. Madill, Wingham

Bronze Medal, boys – St. Mary’s High School, 
Owen Sound

Antique Bronze Medal, boys – Resurrection, 
Kitchener

Gold Medal, girls – St. Michael’s, Stratford

Silver Medal, girls – Resurrection, Kitchener

Bronze Medal, girls – Centre Wellington, 
Fergus

Antique Bronze Medal, girls – Collingwood CI

Sixteen teams compete in WesForYouthOnline 
hockey tournament

For the third time in as many years, the Bruce-
Grey Catholic DSB has received an award 
from Altus Dynamics, which supplies software 
solutions to the Board’s Financial and Human 
Resources operations.

“For the past few years, we have presented 
awards to our valued customers at our annual 
conference,” said the citation. “These awards 
are a way for us to thank our clients for their 
efforts in their implementations and upgrades, 
cooperation, and positive contributions to society 
as a whole.”

In 2014 the Board received the Partnership 
Award, and last year received the Leadership 
Award.

This year, the Board once again received Altus 
Dynamics’ Partnership Award. “We would like 
to recognize a customer that has demonstrated 
a strong commitment to Altus and Microsoft 
technology and services, is a source of continual 
feedback to Altus and shares their learning with 
other customers,” the company said.

The Board began its relationship with Altus 
in 2009, when it implemented the Finance, 
Purchasing and True Cost Accounting modules 
of its new Navision (NAV) system.

“Altus helped us to maintain and implement 
NAV 2013,” said Alecia Lantz, the Board’s 
Superintendent of Business. “In January 2015 
we went live with the Human Resources/Payroll 
module of NAV, which is fully integrated into 
our existing financial modules and provides 
us with greater reporting capabilities. It also 
offers in-house payroll processing as well as an 
electronic portal for employees, providing them 
with information at their fingertips.

“The new system provides real time data 
allowing for better business decisions, 
elimination of the large administrative burdens 
we were experiencing with previous systems, 
and the availability of all information through one 
system,” said Alecia.

The software suite is now complete, “but we 
continue to look at where we are versus where 
we can be with this system,” she said. Alecia 

and her team are in the process of moving to 
phase two of the HR/Payroll implementation 
which will allow the Board to automate the Time 
and Attendance processing functions.

“We continue to enjoy working with Altus 
Dynamics and appreciate their recognition of the 
Bruce-Grey Catholic Board over the past three 
years.” said Alecia.

Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB receives third award 
from software supplier

Founded in 2012 by Yolanda and Jamie 
Cameron after losing their 16-year-old 
son, Wes, to suicide, WES for Youth 
Online is a hub for youth mental and 
emotional wellness support in Grey and 
Bruce Counties and the surrounding 
area.

More information is available at  
www.WesForYouthOnline.ca

St. Anthony’s students join Faceless Doll Project

According to the Native Women’s Association 
of Canada (NWAC), there are more than 582 
missing and murdered Aboriginal women and 
girls in Canada. Recent reports from the RCMP 
put that number at 1,200, and just this year, 
the United Nations said 4,000 might be more 
accurate.

In an effort to raise awareness of this 
“epidemic”, NWAC launched its Faceless Doll 
Project four years ago. Community engagement 
workshops were held across the country to tell 
the stories of those Aboriginal women and girls 
who have become faceless victims of crime. 
Workshop attendees were invited to create their 
own faceless doll that would become part of a 
travelling art exhibit in memory of those women. 
The exhibit was launched in Ottawa in 2013.

Since then NWAC has received numerous 
requests from families, community members, 
teachers and others to continue making faceless 
dolls.

Laura Wolfe, a parent of a student at 
Kincardine’s St. Anthony’s School, was one of 
those community members who wanted to keep 

the project alive. She approached the school’s 
Principal, Janey Campbell, and Alissa McGovern, 
a Grade 7/8 teacher and her class jumped right 
in. They cut the felt into the proper shapes and 
made sure there were enough pieces for the 
project.

Laura and her husband Jason, along with other 
volunteers prepared the other materials that 
would be used to make each doll different.

With all the materials in place, more than 
150 students from Grades 4 to 8 spent one 
February afternoon working at long tables in the 
school’s gym applying dresses, hair, and other 
decorations to the faceless dolls.

The completed dolls are being sewn onto a quilt 
which will be displayed in early April at a special 
event at Kincardine and District Secondary 
School. The event is called For Our Stolen Sisters: 
In support of the Missing and Indigenous Women 
and is being organized to raise awareness about 
the issue.

“It’s all about giving a voice to the voiceless,” 
said Alissa.

http://www.bgcdsb.org
http://www.WesForYouthOnline.ca

